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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
j 2] the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1-2, 5-14 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, Filed with the demand 



3,4 



, filed with the letter of 05 January 2004 (05.01.2004) 



the claims: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1.2 



filed with the letter of 05 January 2004 (05.01.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-8 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[^] the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



pages 



_, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language _ — which is: 

| the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
|~ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| the language of the translation fiirnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prelirninary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| "| The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
L_J The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4- 1 I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. . 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which Itave been fiirnished to Uie receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in Uiis report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and70J7). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCTAPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PREL 



iMir^^r 



EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internationayipplication No. 
PCT/:^B3/01967 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



1-3 



1-3 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1 (JP 07-314659 A (Mita Industrial Co., 
Inc.), 05 December 1995, page 1, paragraphs [0009] to 
[0012] , operation of the invention, paragraphs [0043] to 
[0044] and [0054] to [0060] , all drawings, (Family: 
none)), document 2 (JP 06-000963 A (Canon Inc.), 11 
January 1994, paragraph [0022], (Family: none)) and 
document 3 (JP 2001-277546 A (Canon Inc.), 09 October 
2001, paragraph [0029], all drawings, (Family: none)) 
demonstrate the general state of the art in this technical 
field. Document 1 discloses the feature of associating the 
position of the ink head and the position of the cap, 
wherein the cap, which is the ink reception part, is 
rotatably moved to a retracted position when the ink head 
is at the printing position, and the aforementioned cap is 
rotatably moved to a position where it can receive ink 
from the ink head when the ink head is in a retracted 
position that is separated from the printing position. In 
addition, documents 2 and 3 disclose a feature wherein the 
cap, which is the ink reception part, is driven by the 
power from a motor, which is transmitted via a link 
structure, so that the cap can move between a position 
where it receives ink from the ink head and a retracted 
position. However, documents 1-3 do not make any 
disclosures in relation to a feature wherein the "ink 
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reception part is supported on the carriage in a manner 
where it can move reciprocably between the ink reception 
position below the ink head and the retracted position 
that is separated from the ink head while being maintained 
in a horizontal state." 
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